
COVID-19 and TB disease may have overlapping 
features: both have serious consequences in the elderly and 
immunocompromised and easily spread in congregate settings.

Ris ks  for T B dis eas e
• Lived outs ide the United States
• Immunocompromis ed
• Clos e contact to s omeone with TB dis eas e

If you s us pect T B dis eas e
• Collect 3 s putum s amples  8 hours  apart for AFB s mear, mycobacterial culture, 

and nucleic acid amplification tes ting (e.g. Xpert MTB)
• Contact: CONTRA COSTA PUBLIC HEALTH TB CONTROL AT 925-313-6740  to 

report s us pected cas e and ens ure effective treatment and timely contact 
evaluation 

Cons ider T B dis eas e as  a caus e of res piratory illnes s – even in 
thos e who tes t pos itive for COVID-19 – when TB ris ks , s igns , s ymptoms  
or imaging findings  below are pres ent

S igns /s ymptoms  more cons is tent with T B 
• Pers is tent cough for ≥3 weeks
• Weight los s
• Hemoptys is

Imaging findings  of T B dis eas e & COVID-19

More cons is tent with T B dis eas e

• Upper lobe infiltrates
• Miliary, nodular, or cavitary les ions
• Lymphadenopathy (children and 

immunocompromis ed)
• Pleural effus ions

More cons is tent with COVID-19

• Ground-glas s  opacities
• Peripheral and pos terior lung s egment 

predominance 
• Abs ence of pleural effus ions  and 

lymphadenopathy

Multilobar infiltrates  with multiple 
cavitations in a pers on with T B dis eas e

Source: CDCage Library

California healthcare providers  have reported 
• delays  in diagnos is  and treatment of T B dis eas e

and 
• patients  having concurrent TB disease & COVID-19
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